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May 4, 1900 



BOCAS DEL Toro, Colombia, April 19, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit report for week ended Thursday, 
April 19, 1900. I inclose list of vessels inspected and cleared during 
the week and copies of certificates issued. 

The health and sanitary conditions of Bocas and vicinity continue 
satisfactory. There have been no deaths here in the past fortnight. 
There are no patients in the hospital at Monkey Cay, and I am informed 
by the physician in charge that there is little sickness among the laborers 
on the larger plantations. 

One or two sloops have arrived from Colon during the past week, but 
owing to the prevalence of martial law the passenger traffic has been 
slight. 

Bespectfully, Herman B. Mohr. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

flnclosure No. 1.1 

List of vessels inspected and cleared during the week ended Thursday, April 19, 1900. 

Bocas dbl Toro, Colombia, April 19, 1900. 
April 13, steamship Simon Dumois, Nieuwejaar, crew, 15 ; no passengers ; for Mobile ; 
steamship Yumuri, Boe, crew, 16 ; 1 passenger ; for Mobile ; 2 pieces of baggage. April 
18, steamship Colombia, Berg, crew, 17 ; no passengers ; for Mobile April 19, steamship 
Banes, Tronstad, crew, 17 ; 2 passengers ; for Mobile ; 3 pieces baggage. 

[Inclosure No. 2.1 

BOCAS DEL TOEO, COLOMBIA, April IS, 1900. 

This is to certify that I have examined the Norwegian steamship yumuri, Boe, 
master, which arrived April 11, 1900, from Mobile, Ala., and which sails to-day for the 
port of Mobile, Ala., U. S. A. Number of crew, including officers, 16 ; sanitary condi- 
tion, good ; number of passengers, 1 ; sanitary condition, good ; cargo, bananas ; sani- 
tary condition, good. Sanitary condition of this port and surrounding territory is good 
and no contagious or infectious disease prevails here. Passenger : Mrs. Kate Hines to 
Olivet, Mich. 

I certify that the vessel above-named has complied with all the rules prescribed by 
the Marine-Hospital Service for the government of vessels while in the fruit ports of 
Central America, and is now in good sanitary condition. 

At time of departure fireman Christian Anderson shows symptoms of malarial fever ; 
has had 2 chills and now has temperature of 103° F., pulse, 120°. 



COSTA BICA. 

Report from Port IAmon — Fruit port. 

Port Limon, Costa Eioa, April 16, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit report for week ended April 14 : 
The following vessels have cleared from this port during the week 
direct for the United States : 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Master. 


Number 
of crew. 


Destination. 


Number 
of pas- 
sengers. 


Number 
of pieces 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 


Apr. 11 

Apr. 12 

Apr. 14 

Do 


Steamship Barnstable ... 
Steamship Ethel wold.... 


Gait 


36 
39 
23 
16 


do 


4 

8 
1 



4 




10 


do 


2 


....do 
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The sanitary conditions of this port and surrounding country are 
very good — only 2 deaths for week ended April 14, 1 of malarial fever 
and 1 of dysentery. Have visited both hospitals and find nothing of 
a suspicious character. 

Eespectfully, J. Grey Thomas, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Note. — Dr. Thomas has since found 1 case of yellow fever at Port Limon and cabled 
the Bureau to that effect. 

Report of the case of yellow fever at Port Limon. 

Port Limon, Costa Eica, April 21, 1900. 

Sir : I cabled you yesterday evening of the occurrence in this place 
of only 1 and fatal case of yellow fever. The case was in the person of 
a Mr. Cheveria, a Costa Eican, age 76 years, three days and a half from 
the interior of Costa Eica. He had been in Port Limon less than three 
days when attacked. He arrived on the evening train on Monday, 16th, 
and took fever in forenoon of Thursday, 19th, and died Friday, 20th, 
at 1.15 p. m. The case presented the following history : Sudden onset, 
high temperature, 106° F.; albuminuria, 50 per cent; superficial hypo- 
stasis well marked, immediate cause of death being heart failure. Post- 
mortem obtained and held four hours after death with Drs. Staggall, 
railroad surgeon ; Aguilar, port physician ; Woods, of Louisiana State 
board of health, and myself. 

The postmortem revealed the following appearances : Temperature in 
axilla, 103° F., skin moderately jaundiced, conjunctiva negative, pupils 
widely dilated, gums negative, petechiae well marked over abdomen, 
buttocks, and thighs, no froth in blood from mouth, preperitoneal fat 
deeply jaundiced, intestines mildly so, liver boxwood in color, cirrhosed 
(hobnailed) alcoholic, not friable. Stomach showed numerous sub- 
mucous hemorrhages, containing about one and one-half pints of dark 
bloody liquid. Kidney showed extensive hemorrhages beneath its 
capsule, and into the perinephric fat. No coagula were found in any 
of the blood vessels, their absence being doubtless due to the still warm 
condition of the cadaver. Mr. Cheveria's home is only 16 miles dis- 
tant from Alajuela, where yellow fever has existed quite extensively for 
more than a year and where no attempts have been made by the authori- 
ties to suppress the disease. 

There is daily communication between this place and San Jos6 by 
railroad. Mr. Cheveria's case is the first case of fever occurring here 
even of the slightest suspicious nature since my arrival, and I don't 
think he became infected here. Alajuela is 132 miles from Limon and 
is connected by railroad. The journey can be made in twenty four 
hours ; no restrictions are placed by the local authorities upon travel 
and traffic between these places. Alajuela is only 16 miles beyond 
San Jose and is the terminus of the Costa Eican Eailroad. It is con- 
nected by stage with Punta Arenas on the Pacific side, where, I also 
understand, exists yellow fever. The journey from Punta Arenas to 
Alajuela is thirty hours by mule back. I would suggest that no pas- 
sengers or baggage of any kind from Costa Eica be allowed to go to 
any southern port of the United States during the quarantine season. 

I don't Delieve there will be any danger in carrying fruit to southern 
ports, as each steamer is loaded under my personal supervision and 
all the laborers wear disinfected suits. All steamers are loaded in 



